
Fishers Farm & Butlins Bognor 

 
On 2nd July 2007 15 children accompanied by 10 staff from Three 

Bridges Infant School Speech & Language Unit enjoyed a morning of 

fun at Fishers Farm Park, Wisborough Green. There were animals to 

pet and watch; an enclosed play area to have fun in; and a picnic lunch 

to eat before watching (and taking part in) the farm show.  

 
This was a great opportunity for young children to see animals in 

close proximity and under close supervision. They loved it! Young 

children seeing young animals (often for the first time) is always a 

good mix. 

 

After the show it was time to board the coach for the jour-

ney to Butlins Bognor for their weeks holiday.  The greeting 

party included members of West Sussex Fire & Rescue Ser-

vice as well as Butlinsôs hospitality team and Friends of 

GLCT. Everyone helped unload the coach, deposit the lug-

gage to the relevant apartments and settle the children in to 

their accommodation ï which can be quite daunting for little 

ones away from home for the first time. 
 

Meeting up with the group on the Friday morning was quite 

a different matter. Confident, smiley faces eager to recount 

some of the adventures they had enjoyed during their stay. 

Who cared that they didnôt have perfect weather all week? 

They seemed to have had a brilliant time, and that is all that 

mattered. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make their holiday such 

fun ï especially Jan OôShea and all her colleagues at Butlins 

Bognor. 
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Chairmanôs Letter 
At the time of going to print, the Golden Lion Childrenôs 

Trust would like to welcome Ian Judge as our new Press 

Officer. Ian has been a Committee member for some time 

and has kindly agreed to take on this post with the chal-

lenge of preparing and collating information for the News-

letter. 

 
At the same time, we would like to say a huge thank you to 

David Tomkinson, who has carried out the role with con-

siderable success for us ï not least by helping to set up our 

website with David and Sarah Bartholomew from Click 

Creative Design.  

 

Anyone who has ever worked for a charity as a Press Offi-

cer knows how much is involved ï how much nagging you 

have to do to get reports written and material prepared. It is 

a time-consuming task but one for which we are very grate-

ful to David for all he has done, and to Ian for the time and 

effort we know he will similarly commit to the job. 

 

We are entering our thirty-fifth year, and that is quite an 

achievement for a small charity. In the twelve months up to 

the end of March 2008, the total number of projects was 

thirty eight, the largest annual number we have ever ar-
ranged, and these have helped approximately 3000 children 

with special needs. 

 

The Committee membership is still understrength, running 

with eleven members instead of fifteen and a smaller num-

ber of Friends of GLCT than in previous years. In spite of 

this we are still celebrating. 

 

We are celebrating the fact that we have received a Na-

tional Lotteries Award ring-fenced for IT equipment.  

 

We are flagging up our name within the local business 

community thanks to our link with Cadia (the group of 

businesses within the Gatwick Diamond) and several of the 

fellow members have helped and assisted us in various 

ways during the past year.  

 
We continue to strengthen our links with organisations who 

already know us and are happy to carry on with their sup-

port for the children we help, in a wide variety of ways. 

 

And we are celebrating the fact that individuals and organi-

sations that have helped and in the past are slowly coming 

back to offer their time and support once again. 

 

We are also, and most importantly, celebrating the fact that 

we continue to help the most important people of all ï the 

reason this charity was set up in the first place ï children 

with special needs. Education is a constantly changing sce-

nario, but there always schools, units and respite homes, as 

well as individual families who need, and are delighted to 

receive, our help. Quite simply, that is the sole reason that 

the Golden Lion Childrenôs Trust has existed for thirty five 

years. 

 
If you have helped in any way then you have contributed to 

the history of the GLCT. Thank you 

 

And if you havenôt yet become involved, please do so ï we 

know you will enjoy the experience. 

Lynda Guy 

Chairman Golden Lion Childrenôs Trust 

South of England Show 2007 

 
Children from Cornfield School, Littlehampton; Grove Park, Crowbor-

ough and Newick House, Burgess Hill enjoyed a dayôs visit to the 

South of England Show on 7th June 2007. Dividing into groups, some 

preferred to just explore the show; others enjoyed guided tours and 

were introduced to a variety of animals varying from champion live-

stock to small domestic animals. As usual at this fantastic event, there 
was so much for the children to see, do and learn and adults also found 

the experience very interesting. 

 

At an agricultural show, school groups are free to see what interests 

them most of all, and Ardingly is no exception. The school groups rest 

only while they enjoy their picnic lunches. 

 

Thanks to our friends in West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service, all the 

students were invited to have a good look at the appliances on display, 

and to meet with the Sussex Police representatives who were also on 

site. Everyone made them very welcome ï as can be seen from the 

photos. 

 

Some children even had time to enjoy ice-creams before they returned 

to their minibuses. 

Hickstead 
 

Visits to the All England Jumping Course, Hickstead have become 

something of a GLCT tradition during the past few years, thanks to 

Lizzie Bunn and her team.  2007 was no exception. We were fortunate 

to be able to offer the chance to enjoy either a visit to the Derby meet-

ing in June or the Longine meeting in July to pupils from Grove Park 

School; NCYPE; Newick House School; Orchard House and Lancing 
Close Respite Homes; as well as families from a local Gingerbread 

group. 

This is such an excellent venue for children with special needs as there 

are no time constraints; they can see so many horses at close proximity 

if they want to; there is much to see and do, including a funfair; and 

they are free to enjoy their picnics whenever they want. Plus everyone 

makes them so welcome and a day out becomes a very special day to 

remember. 


