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GOLDEN LION CHILDRENõS TRUST 
 
Extracts from a Christmas Diary  
 
Christmas 2008 was very busy for the GLCT.  
 
7

th
 Dec ð Spent a great day at the Gatwick 

Manor Hotel, Lowfield Heath (thank you to all 
the team there) firstly mixing with over 100 
bikers from Burgess Hill Motor Cycle Club, plus 
riders from Crawley, Horley, Dorking, Leather-
head and even as far away as Hastings who 
met  up with us to deliver toys for the GLCT 
Late Christmas Party. An amazing spectacle as 
many of the riders and vehicles were deco-
rated in festive style ð quite stunning in the 
winter sunshine.  
 
After the bikers had enjoyed refreshments, we 
helpers wrapped the toys. If you are good at 
wrapping presents, it is a wonderful fulfilling 
experience - but if youõve ever tried to parcel up 
four or five different articles, often ranging 
from a teddy bear to a large picture book, with 
additional other toys, all together in paper just 
too thin and fragile then youõll know what we 
were involved in!!  We wrapped about a hun-
dred presents, packed them into sacks, loaded 
them into the large white van (courtesy of 
W&H Motors, Crawley) together with reserve 
toys, and took them to the store.  Job well 
done!!  
 
Festive mince pies for the bikers and assorted 
cakes for the helpers (generously supplied by 
Rob Mitchell at ôPiece of Cakeõ) ensured that 
everyoneõs blood sugar levels were main-
tained.  
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8
th

 Dec ð Morning trip to Cineworld Crawley to 
see òMadagascar 2ó, with 350 children  and staff 
from seven local special needs schools and units. 
I donõt think I ever really yearned to be a cinema 
usherette, but guess who was handing out the 
tubs of ice -cream??!!  Thanks to John Stagg, Dan 
Towes and the staff at Cineworld who supported 
us most generously, and to Clydesdale Bank, 
Crawley for their support, and hospitality for 
helpers, following the event.  
 
 11

th
 Decð I was lucky enough to attend one of 

highlights of the GLCT year, when Dodie 
(another long term supporter and volunteer 
with the charity) collected me and drove us to 
Sheffield Park for the annual ôSanta Specialõ trip 
on the Bluebell Railway.  This special morning 
was made possible thanks to a grant from Mer-
curyFM.  It was a sunny, cold day as we met the 
various buses and taxis in the special carpark, 
and led nearly 250 children and helpers from 
eleven special needs schools and units to the 
waiting train.  
 
Festive music was played on the station platform 
by Rachel Hayward with her steel pan drums. 
Help was at hand for those who needed it to 
board the train, provided by members of West 
Sussex Fire & Rescue Service.  
 
Once everyone was safely on board, the train 
journey began and the children set about their 
lunch, entertained by accordionist Chris Siddens; 
Charlie the clown; magicians Jonathan Cann, 
Barry Black & Caroline and of course Santa him-
self, who talked to every child and handed over 
a special little present to each one.  
 
On returning to the Sheffield Park station, we 
disembarked and escorted all the children to 
their transport with a few groups taking up the 
option of looking at the engine sheds first.  
 


