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Groups from Newick House School, Burgess Hill; 

Manor Green College, Ifield and QE II School, Hor-

sham enjoyed óJoseph and the Amazing Technicolour 

Dreamcoatô at the Hawth, Crawley on 19th June 2008. 

Members of the West End cast performed  a vibrant, 

exciting show with the star role by Craig Chalmers 

(from the BBC  series óAny Dream Will Doô). 

 

One teacher wrote after the show: ñThe students had a 

fabulous time ï they loved every minute! The high-

light was watching Child A sing along to the songs 

and Child B dancing! It was an afternoon full of 

smiles and happinessò This teacher had worked for 

weeks before the show to familiarise her students 

with the music and story, to make the visit possible 

for all of her class. Child A is a young person with 

communication difficulties. Child B had never visited 

a theatre before. As soon as the music started they 

relaxed and were held spell-bound. They responded 

and reacted because they recognised it from the work 

they had done in class. It was amazing to watch them 

enjoying the show and certainly made the whole ex-

perience very special indeed.    LG 

William Hill Mascot Race 

 
Another first for the GLCT. We were invited to 

enter our mascot, Captain Lionheart in the first 

ever William Hill Mascot Race at Brighton Race-

course. With the enthusiasm of Russell, a super 

volunteer from PWC, we thought weôd have a 

go.!! 

              There were 16 entrants from various 

charities and most, like Captain Lionheart were 

heavy, cumbersome costumes, absolute sweat-

boxes on a hot day (28 deg in the shade!). There 

was one competitor who wore trainers, jeans and 

a cardboard half mask. To no ones surprise , he 

won. But since he was running for a childrenôs 

hospice , no one begrudged him the £1000 

prizeéééééé but wait till next year.       JR 

óJoseph & the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoatô 

 



PwCôs óAô Team 
 

On 3rd September 2008 it was proved to the GLCT that some 

ódreams really can come trueô. 

 

Many regular helpers will know the state of the storeroom that has 

developed over many months at our store in East Grinstead. Lack 

of time has always been our enemy, coupled with a preference for 

organising events for children rather than óblitzingô our store! It has 

been a job that has always slipped to the bottom of  the priority list. 

 

But a generous offer from our friends at PricewaterhouseCooperôs 

Gatwick office resulted in our project being one of several in the 

Community to be supported by their óAô team. The GLCT supplied 

materials and PwC manpower to  shift, sweep, clean, assemble, 

sort, pack and store. Aided by  GLCT Committee members the 

dusty job was completed in the allotted time, with one person even 

overcoming their fear of spiders in order to help (and we do find 

some excellent specimens lurking in the store from time to time). 

 

Result? 

 

We can now spot at a glance what we need in our stores, thus sav-

ing so much time and effort. Each time we use the store we really 

do say óThank you PwCô . (Even the spiders think twice about 

making a home among our boxes now!)    LG  

Easistore, Crawley 
Itôs amazing when everything is sorted just how much has 

accumulated over the years. Once the A team had finished 

sorting out our storeroom (see story above) we discovered 

how much history we had stored away. Newsletters from the 

early days of the GLCT (and it was difficult to avoid stop-

ping and reading the stories just as if you were sorting out 

the garage at home) and archives of meetings were amongst 

them. 

We were very fortunate then that we were introduced by our 

friends at CADIA to the team at Easistore in Crawley and 

they kindly offered us some storage. The facility they have 

extended to us allows us to keep all our old documents in 

climate controlled storage so that they will resist aging and 

will be more easily accessed.            IJ  

Day Visit to Butlins Bognor Regis 
 

Manor Green College asked for help from GLCT when 

they were arranging a special treat for a small group of 

school leavers in July. The pupils ówish listô was quite 

varied so the GLCT suggested a visit to Butlins Bognor 

Regis as all the activities the children wanted are avail-

able to them there ï swimming, bowling, go-karting, etc 

Their arrival on 16th July 2008 was made easy and stress

-free, thanks to Alexandra McCabe and the team, and 

they had a really fun time.  

Butlins Bognor Regisé.. thank you, you were great! 

                     LG  



 

the OBSERVATORY science centre  

Newick Bonfire Parade 
  

The invitation was to be "entertained with a celebration of colourful costumes, noise and tradition that culmi-

nates with a fantastic firework display that brings the night sky to life." 

  

The first recorded celebration of this nature was in 1854 and included a torchlit procession, blazing tar barrel 

and the Newick band. Tradition continues and these same elements make up the event today with many Bon-

fire Societies from the area joining in in the evening. The event is held each year and nothing deters the sup-

porters - even terrible weather, as we discovered on 1st November 2008! Nine GLCT stalwarts joined collec-

tors from various other charities to walk alongside the torch bearers in the procession through the lanes of Ne-

wick. Everyone gave generously and contributed money to the collectors. 

   

The GLCT are very grateful to the Newick Bonfire Society for the opportunity to collect funds on this mag-

nificent evening, an evening we shall always look back on and smile about because it certainly was filled with 

much laughter (and coins!).We often say our helpers deserve medals - they really did on this occasion.      LG 

Herstmonceaux 
 

On Monday 21st July 2008 ï GLCT members 

Lynda, Charlie and Jack met at the Observa-

tory to welcome our special group from Ifield 

Community College. 

There were three staff and nine boys. We were 

provided with guides who took us around the 

various activities and it was surprising how 

interested the boys were. Many questions were 

asked by the boys and then the guides asked 

questions about the universe and the camera/

telescope operation. The boysô answers indi-

cated how interested they were in these sub-

jects. We visited the science station and exhi-

bition, the indoor exhibits, bridge building 

demonstration and finally Dome A (which is 

normally closed) was opened for us so that the 

boys could see a real telescope including the 

doors which open and close to view the stars 

and planets. All in all a most enjoyable day 

which was made even more interesting be-

cause of the keenness of the boys.     JS 

STOP PRESSð STOP PRESSð STOP PRESSð STOP PRESS ð 
 

Have you any unwanted foreign currency of any denomination?  

We can now exchange this for sterling to help GLCT funds. 

Please send to Steve Taylor, GLCT Secretary, PO Box 400, Lewes, E.Sussex, BN8 4RZ  

or telephone 01273 891963 

 

STOP PRESSð STOP PRESSð STOP PRESSð STOP PRESS ð 
 

Buying or selling on EBay? 

Make a donation to the GLCT by clicking óEBay for Charityô 

 

STOP PRESSð STOP PRESSð STOP PRESSð STOP PRESS ð 
 



 

 

 

Dragon Boat Festival 2008 

Sat 13th Sept saw 17 of Gatwick's finest in Europe's biggest Dragon Boat festival, teaming up with 3 firemen 

to represent the GLCT. Our squad of 20 turned up bright and early, arriving at Bewl Water by 8.30am. The 

look of disdain on certain peopleôs faces, at being in what appeared to be a fog filled field so early on a Satur-

day, increased as the news was broken to them that they were about to have their faces made up to look like 

Lions. As everyone registered their details, received their t-shirts and had their face paint applied, the fog rose 

and the sight of the reservoir was before us. Everyoneôs spirit lifted and we settled in for a  day of wholesome 

charity based fun, itôs amazing how fully grown men can be cheered up by face paint! 

There were a total of 47 boats participating in the event. 

Each boat was given 3 time trials, with the fastest 10  be-

ing entered in the final at the end of the day. Once all the 

charities had set up, the grounds were filled with tents and 

attractions, it was like a massive school fair, with every-

thing from rides, to magicians, to raffles, the only thing 

missing were the coconut shys. Our tent had professional 

face painters who didn't seem to have a quiet moment  and 

they must have raised a fair sum for the charity. 

Our first race saw 16 of us embark on our first ever 

dragon boating, with none of us having tried this 

champion of sports before. The idea behind a good  

boat is that everyone stays in time with the drummer, 

we struggled with this and huge questions were asked 

of the average accountants rhythm. Despite our in-

ability to keep time, we comfortably beat the other  

two boats and registered a time of 1 minute 18 sec-

onds. Despite our win, we were disappointed to only 

be in 20th place after round one. 

We decided it would be a productive idea to have a go 
on one of the other stalls. Instead of buying a cake or 
guessing the number of sweets in a jar, we decided to 
enter a rowing competition, where you had to sprint for 
2 minutes on a rowing machine. With half the squad 
putting all their energy in to this "attraction", it was lit-
tle surprise that our next outing on the actual water re-
sulted in a disappointing 1 minute 23 seconds. The 
team was a little disheartened after this, having thought 
we had kept better time and rhythm, however we had 
got stuck in the wake of another, more experienced boat 
(who had proper gloves and embroidered kit showing 
they were an actual dragon boating club)!The squad sat 

down for a beer and a bite to eat and debated the best way forward, a vast improvement was required if we 
were to qualify for the final. As our last race approached we felt more confident, not sure if this was the ex-
perience of 2 races or the beer talking. The boat had a substantial amount of water in it and seemed to be rock-
ing  more than in previous races, but having got to the start line we steadied ourselves and prepared for our last 
chance. 

The boat shot off and we kept our rhythm much better, and the whole boat felt confident that we had improved 
our time. However it soon became apparent that the race officials had failed to start their clocks and our hard 
work was in vain, as we were ordered back to the start. A final effort saw us come in at 1 minute 20 seconds 
and unfortunately miss out on a place in the final. Other than our results, the whole event went brilliantly. The 
boat raised an impressive sum for the charity, the weather was amazing and everyone laughed their way 
through the day. Original article by :  Jim Ryan, PricewaterhouseCoopers. Photographs ©Larry Bray 



 

 

 

Evans Cycles Bicycle Vouchers 

 
A donation of  vouchers to spend at Evans Cycle Shops led to an interest-

ing ófirstô for the GLCT. Andy Neave, Manager of Evans Cycles at The 

Broadway, Crawley, agreed  to offer two bicycles to two of the special 

schools we support. The two schools are close to the shop, so the offer by 

Andy to maintain and repair the bikes, will make life easier for everyone. 

 

The photos show the excitement of the students representing Grove Park 

School, Crowborough and Manor Green College, Ifield  collecting the 

bikes from the shop. 

The schools have reported: 

 ñThe children are thoroughly enjoying the bikes and we are most grate-

ful to everyone.ò ñThe bikes look absolutely brilliant and the stabilisers 

are fantastic. Lots of the students who may not yet be able to ride a bike 

will be able to use themò 

 

We are all very grateful to Andy and his colleagues from Evans Cycles 

for their assistance with this project, which we hope will be the first of 

many.                 LG  

Connect with the Countryside Day 
 

óConnect with the Countrysideô day held at the 

South of England Showground, Ardingly is a 

chance for Years 5 & 6 children from urban ar-

eas óto learn about food, farming, the countryside 

and the environmentô. The event is organised for 

2500 children, and is not accessible to the gen-

eral public.  

 

The dayôs activities are divided into zones with 

each group accessing an area for 25 minutes. The 

zones cover live-stock; horticulture & food; 

wildlife & recreation; plus birds of prey demon-

strations and pony riding displays. Activities 

range from pond-dipping and trying fly-casting 

to milking Buttercup the model cow or sampling 

a smoothie; from watching a display of sheep 

shearing to seeing farm animals at close prox-

imity or watching a blacksmith at work; from 

helping with demonstrations of bread ï making 

to children mixing their own bags of muesli.  

 

Our day in July was packed so full of things to 

see and do, and interesting, helpful people mak-

ing the whole experience fun and informative for 

children ï there simply wasnôt time for everyone 

to do everything. A group of children from Three 

Bridges Junior School Speech & Language Unit 

enjoyed the whole experience. And almost with-

out exception, as well as going home with 

memories of a brilliant day, the children left 

clutching their very own wormeries as the photos 

show!             LG 


